
James Elliman 

Progression of History Vocabulary 

GENERAL TERMS AND PHRASE 
AD. .Agriculture. Ancient civilisations.  Archaeology.  Aristocracy.  Artefact. BC.  Bronze Age. Calendar.  Causation.  Century. Change.  Church.  Christianity.  Chronology.  Colony 
Conquest.  Continuity. Court Crusades.  Dark Ages.  Decade.  Democracy.  Discovery.  Diversity.  Emigrant.  Emperor.  Empire.  Execution.  Explorer.  Global. Gods / Goddesses 

Heresy.  Hunter-gatherer.  Immigrant. International.  Interpretation.  Invasion.  Invention.  Iron Age.  Islam.  King/Queen. Local.  Long ago.  Metal-working.  Migration. 
Missionary. Monarchy. Monastery. Museum. Myths and legends. Nation. Nomad. Oral history. Parliament. Past. Peasant. Pope. Prehistory. Present. Primary evidence 

Rebellion. Republic .Revolt. Sacrifice. Secondary evidence. Settler. Significance. Slave .Stone Age. Torture. Traitor. Treason .Yesterday 
EYFS + REC YEAR 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Now  
Next 
old 

new 
past 
ago 

family tree 
long ago  

 
 

Who? 
What? 
When?  

Yesterday 
Today 

Tomorrow 
Same 

Different 
Change 

Before I was born. 
When I was little. 
A long time ago 

past 
then/now 
difference 

event  
explain 
source 
predict  

evidence 
sequence 

recent 
remember  

same/ different  
explain 

 
 

Who? What? 
   When?    Where? 
 

Past/ present 
Future/  yesterday 

important 
event 

era/ began 
artefacts/ museum 

time order  / timeline 
before I was born 

when I  was younger 
before/after 
past/present 

sequence 
earlier / later 

invented 
historical events 

source 
research 
historian 

similarities/differences 
 

Who? What? 
When? Where? 

 

BC/AD 
Ancient 

chronological order 
period 

significant 
contrast 
compare 
influence 
ancient 
decade 
century 

civilisation 
timeline 

era/period 
Britons/Brits 

settlers 
settlement 

invaders/invasion 
conquer/conquered 

archaeologist 
excavate  
evidence 

information finding skills 
historical information 

historian  
peace/war 

Who? What? When? 
Where? Why?  

 

recent history 
time difference 
shape our lives  

religious differences 
wealth/poor 

Conquer 
Consequence 

Civilisation 
conquest  
Monarchy 

Social 
discover 
excavate 

monarchy 
structure 

recent history 
differences/similarities  

shaped our lives 
wealthy 
version 

accurate picture of the 
past  

historical viewpoint 
point of view 

 
Who? What? 

When?  Where? 
Why?  

 

rise and fall 
exploration 
hierarchy 

bias 
prejudice 

oppression 
empire 
retreat 
social 

political 
comparison 

role of Britain 
Christian values 

religious differences 
20th Century 

audience 
rebellion 
territory 
legacy 

 
Who? What? 

When? Where? 
Why? 

 
 
 

ideologies 
political, religious, cultural 

governments 
industrial 

immigration 
propaganda 

society/ societies  
summarise 

          major influence 
world history 
civilisations 

changes and continuity 
persuade 
viewpoint 
hypothesis 

interpretations  
balanced argument 

 
Who? What? 

When? Where? 
Why? 
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CHALLENGING TERMS 
Year 1 words chronological 

recent history 
very old 

before/after 
historical event 

past/present 
When mummy and 

daddy was little 
 

Eye witness account 
chronological order 

locality 
democracy 
historian 

revolt 
eye witness account 
succeed/ succession  

 
 

Used for History lessons  
A.D  Anno Domini 

B.C ( Before Christ ) 
conquest 
distress 

bloodshed 
specific reason 

replica 
Used for R.E lessons  
 B.C.E ( Before the 

Common Era) 
C.E  ( The Common Era) 

 

way of life 
dictated 

availability 
food sources 

developments 
inventions 

impact on society 
aspect 

 

Specific features  of a time 
period ( e.g. weaponry, 

medicine) 
Plague 

Health care  
democracy  
civilisation 

 empire  

advancements 
causes in history 

British Empire 
ruthless 

 relationships 
monoculture/multicultural 

society 
interpretations 

significance 

 

KEY WORDS  
Historical words 

 
Significance – It means importance. If the question asks how 
significant something is, it is asking you how important it is.  
 
Chronology – in time order. 
 
Change and continuity – Are things changing or are they 
staying the same? Can you see patterns in these changes? 
What causes the changes? 
 
Cause and consequence – What are the causes of the event? 
Are they long term causes or short term causes? 
 
Empathy – To understand the feelings of other people. 

Key words in History 
 
Inference – what does the source/text tell you? 
 
Provenance – It means where the source is from, who made 
it and when they made it. 
 
Purpose – Why has this source been produced? 
 
Tone – Is the source emotional? Is it biased? It is factual? 
 
Contextual knowledge – This means the knowledge you 
already have. What do you already know? 
 

Command words 
 
Define – give the precise meaning of a word/term. 
 
Explain – to give reasons for why something is the way it is. 
 
Debate – present different perspectives.  
 
Make a judgement – make a decision based on evidence. 
 
Compare – identify similarities. 
 
Analyse – examine something in detail to explain it and come to 
conclusions. 
 
Evaluate – to judge the importance or quality of something. 
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Specific Vocabulary 

The Great Fire of London Rosa Parks  Toys   WW2 
 

Stone Age to Iron Age Ancient Egypt 

● 17th Century  
● London  
● Pudding Lane  
● St Pauls Cathedral  
● River Thames  
● diary  
● Britain  
● capital city  
● bakery  
● Architect 
● Lord Mayor  
● Sir Christopher Wren  
● monument  
● burning 
● leather bucket 
● axe 
● Samuel Pepys 
● King Charles II 

               monument 

 Protest 

 Suffragette 

 Vote 

 Rights 

 Equal 

 Civil Rights 

 Epsom Derby 

 King George V 

 Equality 

 Segregation 

 Boycott 
 

 

● diablo  
● whip and top  
● croquet  
● skipping rope  
● skittles  
● Jacob’s ladder  
● marble  
● hopscotch  

● blow football 

● Axis  
● Allies  
● Nazi  
● evacuation  
● evacuee  
● Blitz  
● Holocaust  
● Luftwaffe  
● refugees  
● Kindertransport 
● Anne Frank 
● Winston 

Churchill 
● battlefield 
● siren 
● gas mask 
● air raid 
● Blitz 
● invade 

 
 

● Neolithic  
● Palaeolithic  
● Mesolithic 
● chronology  
● tribal  
● hunter-gatherers  
● Skara Brae  
● Stonehenge  
● Bronze Age 
● prehistory 
● Nomad 
● homosapiens 
● pelt 
● beaker 
● smelting 

 

● pharaoh  
● tomb  
● pyramid  
● hieroglyphs  
● vizier  
● scribe  
● sarcophagus  
● mummy  
● papyrus  
● scarab  
● amulet 
● canopic jar 
● after-life 
● irrigation 
● Shaduf 
● sphinx 
● oasis 
● Egyptologist 
● Ankh 
● barter 

● Rosetta Stone 
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Romans Ancient Greece Early Islamic  Civilisation 

● centurion  
● emperor  
● aqueduct  
● gladiator  
● Londinium  
● Britannia  
● Romanisation  
● senate  
● Roman baths  
● Amphitheatre  
● Hadrian’s Wall  
● Colosseum  
● fortress  
● mosaic  
● toga 
● republic 
● arch 
● chariot 
● tunic 
● Aquila 
● Pantheon 
● Circus Maximus 

● legionary 

● philosophy  
● Athenians  
● Spartans  
● democracy  
● Olympics  
● plague  
● truce 
● Zeus  
● loincloth  
● Apollo  
● Sacred  
● truce  
● temple  
● Acropolis 
● Parthenon 
● marathon 
● citizen 
● alphabet 
● tragedy  
● hellenistic 
● mythology 
● column 

●  Islam 
● Caliph 
● Dynasty 
● Scholar 
● Calligraphy  
● Geometric 
● Silk road 
● Mosque 
● Golden age 
● House of 

Wisdom   
● Baghdad  
● Algebra 
● Philosophy 
● architecture 

 


