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Welcome
• Introductions

• National Curriculum and statutory requirements

• How we teach writing at JEA

• How you can help your child



Subject Leads
At James Elliman Academy, we have people who are specifically responsible for the development 
of English.

Ansa Ramzan– English Lead



What is Writing?

• Writing is an important lifelong skill. Children need to learn to write so they can communicate and 
express themselves.

• Formal writing, taught later in reception, involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and 
composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).

• Formal writing before reception is not necessary, lots of meaningful opportunities for children to learn 
about the written word and to support them to understand that symbols carry meaning are provided.

• Research shows that for writing to develop, young children should be provided with opportunities to 
build their physical strength and control in the core, upper body, hands and fingers. This is called motor 
skills.

• Writing develops alongside all learning areas, especially communication, language, reading and maths.



National Curriculum for England
The programmes of study for writing at Key Stages 1 and 2 are constructed 
similarly to those for reading:

1. Transcription (phonics, spelling and handwriting)

2. Composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing)

Children are assessed as:

WTS – working towards the expected standard for their age

EXS – working at the expected standard for their age

GDS – working at a greater depth standard for their age



Progression - EYFS



Progression – Year 1



Progression – Year 2



Progression – Year 3



Progression – Year 4



Progression – Year 5



Progression – Year 6



Spelling
• RWI starts with phonics

• National Curriculum Spelling in Each Year Group

• Spelling shed spelling shed for parents

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/parents


Common Exception Words



Common Exception Words Years 3 and 4



Common Exception Words Years 5 and 6



Handwriting

https://Letterjoin handwriting scheme website

Writing at James Elliman Academy.pptx


Grammar
• Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation progression

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf
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What does a lesson look like?
Stage 1: Talk about – New vocabulary check, introduce, read and respond to the model text Each unit is based on a model text. These are generally 
extracts from good quality, age-appropriate children’s fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 

Stage 2: Talking about meaning and story (structure fiction)/Talking about purpose, meaning and text structure (non-fiction) During this stage, 
children are asked to consider the organisation and plot in the fiction model texts, and to explore the organisation and the order of ideas for the non-fiction texts. 
Children will work with response partners and groups for active learning activities aimed at co-constructing insights into the author’s choices and their impact on 
the reader. The will rehearse writing some features of the genre.

Stage 3: Talking about the language and vocabulary Activities at this stage are primarily focused on language and the grammatical content and technical 
vocabulary in the National Curriculum, together with consolidation of grammatical content and vocabulary. The intention is to demonstrate how the grammar is 
used in texts and to consider the impact on the reader. Key grammatical constructions are highlighted on the model text. 

Stage 4: Getting ready to write The aim of this stage is to discuss ideas and create opportunities for drama, drawing, etc, so that the child comes to the writing 
session with a clear understanding of the content, style and vocabulary of what they want to write. 

Stage 5: Writing, improving and editing Completing a first draft, editing it and then writin gthe new iproved version as a published piece.

Stage 6: Learning from the writing This session allows you to identify common areas for improvement and to work together with the children to improve or 
‘fix’ some sample sentences.



Writing at JEA
Children are officially assessed at the end of EYFS, KS1 and KS2. They are also assessed regularly in each 
year group – this is after every piece of published writing.  

Each unit of writing starts with a vocabulary check, a text, exploration, drafting, editing and ends with 
publishing. The genre will vary and might include a recount, story, letter, report, poem, newspaper article, 
instructions and more.







Lessons – The Snowman















Questions?


